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ABSTRACT 



Under a Congressional mandate, the National Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES) is required to collect data on the frequency, 
seriousness, and incidence of violence in elementary and secondary schools. 
The NCES responded to this requirement by commissioning a survey, the 
Principal/School Disciplinarian Survey on School Violence, the results of 
which are detailed in this report. The school violence survey was conducted 
with a nationally representative sample of 1,234 regular public elementary, 
middle, and secondary schools in the 50 states and the District of Columbia 
in the spring and summer of 1997. The survey requested information on: (1) 

the incidence of crime and violence in the public schools; (2) principals' 

(or school disciplinarians') perceptions about discipline issues; (3) types 
of disciplinary actions schools took; and (4) security and violence 
prevention measures in the schools. More than half of U.S. public schools 
reported experiencing at least one crime incident in the school year 1996-97, 
and 1 in 10 schools reported at least one serious violent crime during the 
school year. Crime and violence were more of a problem in middle and high 
schools than in elementary schools. Middle and high schools were more likely 
to report that they had experienced one or more incidents of any crime and 
one or more incidents of serious violent crime than elementary schools . Most 
public schools reported having zero tolerance policies towards serious 
student offenses, and most schools reported that they used low levels of 
security measures to prevent violence. Most schools reported having formal 
school violence prevention programs. An appendix contains the survey 
questionnaire. (Contains 12 figures, 32 tables.) (SLD) 
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The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) is the primary federal entity for collecting, analyzing, 
and reporting data related to education in the United States and other nations. It fulfills a congressional 
mandate to collect, collate, analyze, and report full and complete statistics on the condition of education in 
the United States; conduct and publish reports and specialized analyses of the meaning and significance 
of such statistics; assist state and local education agencies in improving their statistical systems; and 
review and report on education activities in foreign countries. 

NCES activities are designed to address high priority education data needs; provide consistent, reliable, 
complete, and accurate indicators of education status and trends; and report timely, useful, and high 
quality data to the U.S. Department of Education, the Congress, the states, other education policymakers, 
practitioners, data users, and the general public. 

We strive to make our products available in a variety of formats and in language that is appropriate to a 
variety of audiences. You, as our customer, are the best judge of our success in communicating 
information effectively. If you have any comments or suggestions about this or any other NCES product or 
report, we would like to hear from you. Please direct your comments to: 

National Center for Education Statistics 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement 
U.S. Department of Education 
555 New Jersey Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20208-5574 



March 1998 

The NCES World Wide Web Home Page is 
http://nces.ed.gov 
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